County Fire staff assists Gulfport following Hurricane Gustav
On September 2 a four-member County Fire Incident Management Team departed for Gulfport, Mississippi, to assist the Gulf Coast city in its recovery from Hurricane Gustav and help the community prepare for future disasters. The team's primary mission was to support the city's efforts to create a written Incident Action Plan that would include a scenario based around a Category 4 or greater hurricane. The plan will be shared by Gulfport and the County of San Bernardino, and will contain specific information about each jurisdiction, including phone numbers for key personnel and maps of the city and county with Global Positioning Satellite coordinates for important public facilities. The county made a commitment following Hurricane Katrina in 2005 to help Gulfport in times of need. Gulfport made the same commitment, having sent fire officials to assist the county during the 2007 wildfires.
New telephone notification system will give residents control On June 24 the Board of Supervisors approved a contract to provide the county with a new Telephone Emergency Notification System, or TENS, that will offer residents the ability to add cell phone numbers, work phone numbers, and other phone numbers besides their home numbers to the list of numbers that would receive emergency notices during disasters. The system will also allow residents to sign up for emergency notices via e-mail and text messaging in a variety of languages. The current system has been an overwhelming success, placing more than 240,000 calls during 20 wildfire and floodthreat events since it was created in 2004. However, the current system can only send recorded alerts to land-line phone numbers provided to the county by the various phone service providers. "This system has the potential to put residents in control of how they receive disaster information," said Supervisor Paul Biane, who was chairman at the time of the Board's action.
Mitzelfelt's Quake Panel Appointment Confirmed by Senate
On February 28 the California State Senate confirmed Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger's appointment of County Supervisor Brad Mitzelfelt to the California Seismic Safety Commission. "Our region is overdue for a major earthquake and I've been working with the Commission to ensure that our region is prepared for it," Mitzelfelt said. The commission investigates earthquakes, researches earthquake-related issues and reports and recommends to the Governor and Legislature policies and programs needed to reduce earthquake risk.
Supervisors Approve Barring Sex Offenders from Ice Cream Trucks
On March 25 the Board of Supervisors unanimously supported a proposed law to prevent sex offenders from operating ice cream trucks. Supervisor Brad Mitzelfelt also proposed drafting an ordinance that would implement the provision of the bill in San Bernardino County. The Board endorsed Assembly Bill 2169 to prohibit cities and counties from issuing a business license to operate an ice cream truck to registered sex offenders. The ordinance would enact such a prohibition in San Bernardino County regardless of whether or not the bill becomes a law. The bill was proposed after parents in a Riverside County neighborhood found out their local ice cream truck driver was a registered sex offender. There are more than 250 ice cream trucks operating in San Bernardino County.
County targets San Francisco for dumping illegal immigrant criminals in Yucaipa
On July 8 the Board of Supervisors passed a resolution admonishing the City of San Francisco for dumping illegal immigrant drug dealers in a youth halfway house in Yucaipa where they promptly escaped. The same thing occurred last year when four El Salvadoran drug dealers were sent to a San Bernardino County halfway house. San Bernardino law enforcement and probation officials did not find out about either situation until after the fact. "The County of San Bernardino seeks to recoup all law enforcement and probation costs from the City of San Francisco, initiating a law suit if necessary," said Supervisor Gary Ovitt, who spearheaded the county's action. "We are further looking into the practice, by the city's probation department, of not notifying affected jurisdictions
Rialto Gang Injunction
In 2008, District Attorney Michael A. Ramos and Supervisor Paul Biane co-sponsored a Gang Injunction Program, which allows the county to combat gangs through civil proceedings. These injunctions apply to "territorial gangs" that conduct their criminal efforts in a defined area. The abatement actions prevent gang members from congregating in a particular area. On July 2, Ramos announced the filing of the county's first gang injunction lawsuit, targeting South Side Rialto, a violent, multi-generational criminal street gang that has plagued the citizens of Rialto and the surrounding areas for decades. On August 19, Ramos announced the filing of a lawsuit seeking a gang injunction in the City of Colton against the Colton City Crips. This was the first gang injunction lawsuit filed by the county in which "banishment" was requested. Banishment makes gang members subject to arrest for continuing to trespass on the premises.
Cold Case Team
On April 14 the Sheriff's Department and the District Attorney's Office joined forces to establish a Cold Case team composed of four detectives and a deputy district attorney. During its first year the team cleared several cases which otherwise would likely have remained unsolved. Among their successes were: 
County detains tuberculosis patient
In September, an alert County Department of Public Health Employee performing above and beyond the call of duty most likely saved countless people from exposure to a tuberculosis patient who repeatedly refused orders to cease public contact. In what was a first for San Bernardino County, the Department of Public Health issued an Order of Detention for the patient and secured a court order allowing the patient to be taken into medical custody to be treated at Arrowhead Regional Medical Center in Colton. The patient complied with the order and without incident was transported to ARMC, where the patient was evaluated, treated, and not allowed to leave until it was determined that it was safe for the patient to mingle with the public. 6th Annual Health and Safety Fair attracts thousands
Healthy Communities
On June 14, the 6th annual Health and Safety Fair hosted by Supervisor Paul Biane attracted more than 5,000 residents to Jack Bulik Park in Fontana. Hundreds of residents received free optical, dental, health and fitness checkups during the fair. In addition, the California Highway Patrol inspected 118 child safety seats. The CHP identified 66 child safety seats that needed to be replaced and provided new seats to parents. Meanwhile, Supervisor Biane's office distributed 2,000 reusable shopping bags. The bags included a pamphlet describing how plastic and paper bag waste affects the environment.
Healthy Communities (Continued)
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Veterans' Affairs and Behavioral Health provide services to military
The Departments of Veterans Affairs and Behavioral Health, in partnership with the Loma Linda VA Healthcare System, hosted information fairs to increase awareness of and educate the public regarding issues faced by veterans and their families. Nearly a third of veterans who seek care through Veterans Administration (VA) health centers receive a mental health diagnosis. With more and more soldiers returning from Iraq and Afghanistan with mental health concerns, the Veterans Administration recognizes the need for increased services for veterans and their families. The fairs provide information on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, mental illness, and how to obtain VA benefits.
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New libraries open in Mentone and Fontana
The 7,400-square-foot Mentone Senior Center & Branch Library, the first facility in the County Library system to combine a full-service library with a senior center as an integral part of the library, opened in August. In April the county's Fontana branch moved into a new, two-story, 93,000-square-foot facility on Sierra Avenue, next door to the city's civic center. The Lewis Library & Technology Center boasts the latest in high-tech library tools, as well as loads of technology for patrons. Among the offerings are more than 200 public-access computers, a special video technology lab, Early Learning computer stations for youngsters, unique stock-car-inspired computer carrels in the teen area, and an endlessly entertaining interactive "waterfall" of words and letters at the entry to the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Children's Library. The library also offers free WiFi so patrons can bring their own laptops and surf the Internet from anywhere in the building, including the full-service coffee bar. The Fontana branch was planned from the beginning as a "green" building, using many recycled materials and energy-saving features. The building will be nominated for a Silver Certificate from the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program.
Ground broken for new Phelan Library
On January 11 the county broke ground on a new Phelan Library, an 8,400 square-foot building that will serve as the first stand-alone public library in the area. San Bernardino County currently provides library services at a 5,000 square-foot shared facility located at Serrano High School. "That meant they could only use the library after three in the afternoon and on Saturdays. When the new branch opens later this year, people will have the same full access now enjoyed in other full-service branches in the high desert," said County Librarian Ed Kieczkowski. The new library will feature a 750 square-foot meeting room, which will be available for community use, a 600 square-foot computer training lab, a 600 square foot children's area, and a 450 square-foot young adult area. The facility will be able to support up to 30 public-access computers, which will be a significant improvement over the two public access computers currently available at the Serrano High School facility.
Regional Parks holds science camp
San Bernardino County Regional Parks Active Outdoors program division developed an Environmental Science Camp to put students in touch with science and nature and help promote conserving natural resources. The camp was held in April at Yucaipa Regional Park and offered to 4th and 5th grade students at schools in the region. 
Work continues on Museum's Hansberger Hall of Geological Wonders
The San Bernardino County Museum has begun a comprehensive new initiative to expand, update, and enliven its campus and exhibit galleries to improve its educational mission by interpreting complex scientific and cultural disciplines in the context of our regional past, present, and future. The first phase of this three-phase project is the Dennis L. Hansberger Hall of Geological Wonders. Construction of the new hall drew to completion in 2008. The 12,000 square foot exhibit hall, three stories tall, connects to the existing museum. The construction phase includes an outdoor amphitheater and "green" landscaping. Exhibit fabrication is in progress and installation of interpretive displays is slated for completion in 2009.
The hall will be a fossil lover's heaven-a unique and exciting showcase for the geological and paleontologic wonders of the region. Immersive and dynamic exhibits will engage visitors in understanding and interpreting the unparalleled geologic processes, ancient environments and extinct life in southern California. Residents of Southern California have no venue that fully presents this complex story in a clear, understandable, and entertaining manner, and nowhere else can this exciting and intricate story be told with such authority and enthusiasm than at the San Bernardino County Museum.
The Hall of Geological Wonders will showcase fossils from distinct time periods, clearly explaining the complex geologic forces that have enabled such a rich record of ancient life to be preserved. Visitors will be immersed in ancient landscapes-the shores of Arts, Culture and Tourism (Continued) Annual Report a Paleozoic sea, Jurassic tidal flats, and Ice Age caves carved into mountain rock. The collections and professional staff of the San Bernardino County Museum are uniquely qualified to create dynamic presentations and interpretations of these ancient vistas.
Phase Two of this exciting initiative has already begun with the redesign and reconstruction of existing exhibit galleries (anthropology and history, with biological science to follow) using modern interpretive techniques to make our county's cultural and natural history come alive for school groups, local residents, and a growing tourist market. Phase Three will address the museum's physical campus, including construction of a conference center and a collections center, both of which will work to assure the safety and preservations of the museum's priceless collections while dedicating more space to public exhibitions and experiences. The museum is working with county, state, federal, and community funding agencies to bring about this vision for the citizens of San Bernardino County.
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Green County
Green County website launched San Bernardino County residents and businesses can learn about meaningful steps they can take to protect the environment and actions the County and others have taken to go "green" when they visit a comprehensive Website (www.greencountysb.com) launched in September. "We collected information from a number of sources and selected the best 'green' tips and local projects we could find to create a Website that will be both enlightening and useful to residents," said Supervisor Paul Biane, who proposed a series of policy initiatives dubbed Green County San Bernardino in August 2007.
The program, which was unanimously approved by the Board of Supervisors, included waiving County building fees when home or business owners install renewable energy systems or energy-saving air-conditioners or tankless water heaters. In addition, new home developers can get moved to the front of County's final inspection line if the homes meet stringent California Green Builder standards. The new website features more information about Green County San Bernardino as well as details on how other local agencies and private businesses are reducing their impacts on the environment through renewable energy and sustainable design. Visitors will also find a variety of "green" tips including how to find a carpool partner, how to reduce junk mail, and how to conserve water through the use of water-efficient landscaping.
Cities applauded for "Going Green"
In February, Supervisor Paul Biane commended San Bernardino County cities that had implemented "green" policies to promote alternative energy, sustainable development and recycling in their communities. For example, Barstow adopted a landscape ordinance requiring desert adaptive landscaping for all new construction, Chino installs artificial turf instead of grass in medians and provides low-flow toilets to residents, and Loma Linda provides expedited plan checks for energy-efficient developments. Additionally, several cities have adopted resolutions to become Green Valley Jurisdictions through the Green Valley Initiative, an unprecedented movement designed to address the regional jobs/housing imbalance by attracting and developing "green" technology companies and jobs to the Inland Empire.
Facilities Management creates water-wise demonstration garden
In a continuing effort to incorporate green business practices into daily operations and conserve natural resources, the county Facilities Management Department turned what was originally 27,000 square feet of turf into a water-wise demonstration garden and turf test center. The garden is an opportunity to showcase the beauty and diversity of drought-tolerant California-friendly and -native plants. It also provides living examples of options for homeowners in their own yards and other county facilities for their landscaping. The turf test center features plots of five different types of turf, selected for their drought-tolerance, aesthetic appeal, and durability. The plots are being monitored Annual Report and water consumption is being tracked to determine which type of turf offers the most durable and appealing lawn while using the least amount of water. Additional features of the garden to promote the most efficient use of resources include ambient light irrigation controls, mulch, and drip irrigation systems. The mulch used by Facilities Management is green waste diverted from landfills. The installation of a more efficient drip irrigation system, as compared to traditional sprinklers, and in conjunction with plants suited to the climate of San Bernardino County and the measures described above has resulted in a projected annual water savings of 80 percent or 1.8 million gallons annually for this project.
County launches Disposal Site Diversion Program
In 2008, the county's Solid Waste Management Division created the Comprehensive Site Diversion Program to substantially increase the rate at which reusable materials are diverted away from landfills and sent to facilities where they can be recycled. The program is in effect at all six of the county's regional landfills and three of the county's transfer stations. As customers enter the facility, a load checker identifies loads containing potential divertible materials such as wood, construction and demolition debris, yard waste, metals, plastics, glass, tires, mattresses, paper and cardboard. Customers with loads containing these materials are directed to the recyclable and bulky item storage area. All recovered/recycled items are stored in this area for later removal by a contract recycler. Items that cannot be recycled are used on-site -for instance, yard waste is ground and used to cover daily waste. Since the program's implementation, the county has seen a significant increase in the percentage of the waste stream that is diverted.
As an example, the busiest landfill, Mid-Valley in Rialto, diverted 6,000 tons in August of 2008, compared to 1,390 tons of waste in August of 2007.
Green library opens in Highland
May saw the dedication of the first-ever library and environmental learning center, the Sam J. Racadio Library & Environmental Learning Center in Highland. This 30,000-square-foot facility hosts an interesting and entertaining collection of creatures of all kinds: snakes, lizards, frogs, turtles, fish, insects and small mammals. Patrons are treated to a number of educational exhibits on solid waste management, conservation and other environmental themes. Children have an interactive trash truck exhibit that teaches them how to sort and recycle while they're young, preparing them for more responsible stewardship of their planet as they grow up. There's an open-air atrium-amphitheater for outside events and the roof includes a garden with specialized plantings selected for drought-tolerance, along with solar electric panels and solar-tube lighting that brings natural sunlight down into the library proper, providing big savings in energy costs. All the building's concrete and steel are recycled. The flooring is almost entirely recycled tires. Even water run-off is set to be captured and allowed to filter back down into the water table.
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Board adds "silver" lining to Crestline library project
In March, the Board of Supervisors increased the design budget for the planned Crestline Library so architects can incorporate Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver standards in the building design. The additional $90,500 approved by the Board will also cover the cost of creating a three-dimensional library rendering for use during public presentations. The Board of Supervisors has shown a commitment to delivering county facilities that adhere to rigorous green building standards to conserve resources such as energy and water and lessen impacts on the environment.
County totes green for NASCAR
The Green County San Bernardino movement picked up speed in February as a program offering eco-friendly reusable shopping bags took the green flag at the Auto Club Speedway of Southern California in Fontana. The Board of Supervisors provided green reusable shopping bags to infield race fans during NASCAR events at the speedway. The bags can carry up to 22 pounds and are recyclable once they are no longer usable. About 12 million barrels of oil and 14 million trees are used to produce billions of plastic and paper bags each year in the U.S.
Board moves to form permanent oversight of preserve
In May the Board of Supervisors approved a formal application to create a single entity to permanently oversee the North Etiwanda Preserve, which encompasses 1,200 acres along the foothills between Fontana and Rancho Cucamonga. The application to the Local Agency Formation Commission calls for the consolidation of two community service area open space districts that were created to maintain the preserve using endowment funding. Since 1994, developers and public agencies have purchased land for the preserve as mitigation for other projects, such as the construction of the 210 Freeway. In addition, the entities set aside funding for maintenance of the mitigation lands.
County purchases "green" dump trucks
In January, the Board of Supervisors approved the purchase of three compressed natural gas-powered dump trucks to replace pollution-producing diesel trucks. These natural gas trucks are part of the County of San Bernardino's concerted effort to use 'green' technology to lessen impacts on our environment. The County has already added about 50 electric-hybrid vehicles to its fleet over the past three years, and the County will continue to invest in environmentally friendly vehicles as it continues moving forward. The Department of Public Works recommended purchasing the three compressed natural gas-powered trucks to replace aging and difficult-to-maintain diesel units in the Flood Control District's vehicle fleet.
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Good Government
Fire Department Reorganization Finalized
The Fire Reorganization Plan was finalized and became effective July 1, dissolving 27 separate fire districts and merging them into a single fire protection district with four regional service zones. This reorganization created the San Bernardino County Fire Protection District, the parent organization that provides all administration, payroll, fiscal and support services, as County Fire's administration had done in the past. Four regional service zones were created, leaving functions unchanged, but securing property taxes on a regional level that will provide continued fire services well into the future. In addition, within the new fire protection district, existing special taxes that were created by special elections will remain in place. All revenue collected from each area will continue to be spent only within that area, and each will be identified as a Service Zone. The reorganization will continue to improve the delivery of fire services and the department's overall operating efficiency.
County donates 16 pallets of donated goods to troops
In 
Annual Report
Good Government (Continued) governmental budgeting. The staff of the County Administrative Office works hard each year to create a budget that not only responsibly accounts for and allocates the county's assets, but also clearly communicates to the public what the county does with their resources. GFOA judges praised the county's budget document for being "outstanding as a communications device" and "very well organized, concise, and user friendly" -a notable task considering the document contains more than 700 pages.
County helps families by holding the line on rate increases
In an effort to assist families as they cope with a national economic crisis, the county in 2008 announced plans to scale-back proposed rate increases for vital services provided through the Special Districts Department. Under normal circumstances, rate adjustments for various Special Districts services, such as water and sewer services in the unincorporated areas, would have increased by as a much as 10 percent in some districts effective July 1 to support facility plant expansion projects, maintenance and the rising cost of utilities and fuel. However, in consideration of families already facing rising costs for fuel and other products in the face of declining property values and employment prospects, the Special Districts Department raised rates by no more than 3 percent in most of the districts it oversees to cover the cost of inflation. Rates were increased only to the degree necessary to maintain current levels of service and the fiscal stability of each respective district.
Board adopts balanced budget with enhanced services 
Good Government (Continued) and other cultural and quality-of-life services for residents, a consistent voice for reform and ethics, a supporter of fiscal responsibility and accountability, and a proponent for countless essential projects in his district and throughout the county. The first two days of the exercise were a bustling success with almost 200 players and visitors in the EOC each day to exercise eight objectives including mass care and shelter, communications, restoration of lifelines, EOC management, economic and community recovery, medical surge, public safety and security, and emergency public information. Public Information Officers from around the region crowded into one of the Department's mobile command vehicles to form a Joint Information Center for the exercise. Simultaneously, OES coordinated a extensive public preparedness outreach effort in partnership with the Great Southern California ShakeOut where more than half a million San Bernardino County residents registered to participate.
The ShakeOut Drill turned out to be the largest earthquake preparedness event in U.S. history. The earthquake scenario is a realistic portrayal of what would happen to this region in a major earthquake, and promoted the need for earthquake awareness and preparedness for the 22 million residents of southern California. On the day of the ShakeOut, 5.47 million people participated from eight southern California counties in the "Drop, Cover and Hold On" drill. San Bernardino County was a major player in the ShakeOut, offering events countywide, with the San Bernardino County Museum providing the main event on the day of the ShakeOut. 
